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he area that now comprises the City of Fairfax was first settled in the early –to– mid 

1700’s.  Incorporated in 1805 as the Town of Providence, in 1961 it became an 

independent City.  In the face of regional influences and other strong pressures, the 

City of Fairfax seeks to protect and enhance its unique heritage, identity and distinctive character 

as it approaches its bicentennial in 2005.  The proposed budget allows the City to meet the 

continuing high quality service demands of the community and address necessary infrastructure 

maintenance and improvement projects, while at the same time begin to plan for anticipated 

significant, large scale project expenditures for protection of neighborhoods and historic 

resources, increases in open space, redevelopment of Old Town and the Lee Highway corridor 

and renovation of Lanier Middle and Fairfax High Schools. 
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 Achieving this balanced budget has not been an easy task.  Not all projects requested by 

various city departments have been included for funding.  While real estate revenues continue to 

grow, the reality is that revenue growth falls short of our ever-increasing expenditure demands.  

School expenditures, in particular, can be expected to continue to grow, as will demands for 

everything from improved public facilities to rising costs for services to many special groups 

including children, families, seniors, and people of all ages with physical limitations.  Much of 

our spending is non-discretionary in nature, and this problem is compounded by a state fiscal 

picture that remains bleak with additional cuts to local government always a possibility. 

 The City’s future will be determined by the choices we make today.  We need to ensure 

that we continue to follow the financial policies we have set for ourselves – living within our 

means, maintaining a strong fund balance, carefully choosing those new initiatives and programs 

we wish to offer our citizens.  I am confident that the future is a bright one for the City; that we 

will continue delivering the quality public services that the City is known for in the most cost-

effective and efficient manner, while at the same time securing our financial future through 

disciplined analysis and fiscally prudent choices. 
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